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Knock Wood 
Marlon Blackwell Architects' Bentonville, Arkansas restaurant uses a 

plain�spoken design language to put a new spin on the ramen bar. 

BY BETH BROOME 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY TIMOTHY HURSLEY 

THERE IS a certain irony to the fact that a 
former meat processing plant in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, which for years churned out frozen 
chicken cordon bleu, is now home to the 8th 
Street Market, a food emporium selling such 
au courant offerings as fromage blanc and acai 
smoothies. It is also a sign of the times, since 
Bentonville's most famous native-Walmart 
-has, over the years, caused the northwest­
Arkansas enclave to balloon from small town
to global business hub, bringing with it a wave
of young professionals.

The 8th Street Marktt is part of down­
town Bentonville's Market District, a former 
industrial area that has as its focal point the 
brand-new Momentary contemporary arts 
center-a satellite of the Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art-which has made 
its home in a decommissioned Kraft-cheese 
factory. At the heart of the 75,000-square­
foot Market building (whose core and shell 

were adapted by Hufft, out of Kansas City) is 
Brightwater-a food-study center affiliated 
with Northwest Arkansas Community 
College and backed by the Walton Family 
Foundation, the nonprofit led by the founders 
of the big-box retailer. The perimeter houses 
about a dozen rental spaces dedicated to local 
entrepreneurial ventures, from a brewery to a 
chocolatier, that highlight regional food 
systems. (At press time, 8th Street Market 
concerns were operating at a reduced capacity 
due to COVID-19.) 

The Market's most recent addition, an 
"Ozark ramen house" called CO-OP, is a 
carefully crafted interior designed by Marlon 
Blackwell Architects (MBA) that aims to 
cater to Bentonville's recently transplanted 
millennials, as well as locals, without straying 
too far from the area's roots. "We wanted this 
project to feel it was of the.region, the neigh­
borhood, the building," says Rob Apple, 
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